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3.1.1 Seeds of Rebellion
· Compare and contrast the arguments regarding British colonial policies following the Seven Years’ War
Britain regulated the colonial trade through a system of restrictions and taxes on imports and imports. However, the enforcement of these policies had been lax in the first half of the 18t century. Therefore, they began to tighten their rein on the colonies by enforcing strict adherence to newly enacted policies. Besides, the American colonists, who had undergone 80 years of sporadic warfare with their French Neighbors, benefitted from the Seven Years’ War and the British rulers thought they should shoulder part of the war’s cost by offering revenue through duties levied on goods.

· Identify the acts Britain imposed on the American colonies
Among the acts that Britain imposed on the American colonies upon the end of the Seven Years’ War include the Sugar act enacted in 1764, which was intended to raise revenue by taxing molasses. In 1765, the Stamp Act was enacted to tax papers, playing cards, and every legal document made in the colonies. In 1767, the Townshend Act was passed to tax essential inputs such as paper, glass, and tea. Upon being repealed, the Townshend Act was followed by the enactment of the Tea Act in 1773, which gave the British tea merchants a big advantage in the colonial marketplace. 
· Classify the American colonists' responses to British acts in the mid-1700s
Although the Sugar act had been there since 1730s, the laxity of enforcement had blunted its effectiveness. An outcry emerged from those affected by the act and they responded by boycotting British goods. The colonists formed an organized boycott of the goods imported from Great Britain. The propagated a philosophy of self-sufficiency where they would make the goods themselves especially those made from fabric. The Stamp Act affected virtually everyone and extended the taxes to domestically produced and consumed goods. As a result, the reaction of the American colonist was pervasive. The argued that only their representatives could tax them and deemed the act unconstitutional. Massive violence ensued to intimidate the tax collectors and the act was repealed in 1766. The American colonists also protested against the Townshend act in what they perceived as an effort to tax them without representation, thereby depriving them of their liberty (Mouli, 2016). In protest to the Tea Act, the colonists threw 90,000 pounds of tea into Boston harbor in what is known as the Boston Tea party.
3.2.1 Declaring Independence

· Classify arguments for and against the American colonies declaring independence from England
Those in support of the American colonies declaring independence argued that the political ties between the colonies and British rulers had worsened as indicated by the stricter regulations that the Britons imposed on them while collecting steeper taxes. Besides, there was a consensus that people have certain inalienable rights including right to life, freedom and pursuit of happiness (Bailyn, 2017). The king had failed to uphold these tenets by passing unfair laws, thereby breaking the social contract with the colonists.

The argument against the declaration of independence was that the colonies safe and peaceful under the British rule. Besides, the people in small colonies did not want to lose their voice to the colonies with big populations. A sizeable minority of Americans were not ready to embrace breaking away from the comforts and traditions that had been set under the British rulers.
· Identify the theories supporting the ideals outlined in the Declaration of Independence
The theories supporting the ideals outlined in the Declaration of individual include the notion that are men are created equal, people have certain rights that are inalienable such as life, liberty, and freedom, and people have a civic duty to defend these rights for themselves and others (Bailyn, 2017).

· Sequence the important events leading up to the signing of the Declaration of Independence
The events leading up to the signing of the Declaration of independence follow the following sequence:

· Stamp Act. 
· Townsend Acts. 
· Boston Massacre
· Tea Act
· Boston Tea Party

· Gaspée Affair
· The Intolerable Acts
· First Continental Congress.
· Lexington and Concord-the first fighting

· Battle of Bunker Hill

3.3.1 Fanning the Flames

· Identify the important events and people of the American Revolution
The important events of the American Revolution include:

· The Stamp Act (March 1765)
· The Townshend Acts (June-July 1767)
· The Boston Massacre (March 1770)
· The Boston Tea Party (December 1773)
· The Coercive Acts (March-June 1774)
· Lexington and Concord (April 1775)
· British attacks on coastal towns (October 1775-January 1776)
The important people in the American Revolution included: George Washington, Abigail Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Patrick Henry, Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson, Samuel Adams, John Adams, and John Dickinson.
· Identify causes and effects of issues that arose in the American colonies during the American Revolution
The causes of the American Revolution include a number of issues that divided the colonies from England over the course of many years. There was tension of the duties levied by a parliament that barely had colonial representation. There was also increased British military presence in the colonies and the restrictions on some colonial governments were intolerable. Besides, the British rulers had put a limit on the westward expansion after the French and Indian War.

The effect of these issues was protest on the imposed taxes that eventually culminated to the revolutionary war that saw the lives of slaves and free blacks change tremendously; slaves were manumitted and free blacks were allowed for enlistment into the military. Eventually, most of the new northern states enacted emancipation laws as they lobbied all the available man force to fight the British rulers.

· Cite how the involvement of different countries impacted the outcome of the American Revolution
Apart from the American colonies, other countries contributed to the revolutionary war, especially France, Spain, and Netherlands. The French were invaluable to the fledgling American fleet and assisted in the victory of battle at Yorktown. Spain also helped the American colonists by funding them and providing soldiers to fight Britain on a second front. Dutch merchants supplied the American rebels with gunpowder, arms, and other goods.
· Sequence the events at the end of the Revolutionary War and identify the impact of the Treaty of Paris
The events at the end of the Revolutionary war include the battle at Saratoga, victory at Yorktown, and the surrender of Cornwallis, which saw the war end. Two years later the Treaty of Paris was signed and American became an independent country. The Treaty of Paris ended the Seven Years’ War between Britain and France as well as their respective allies (Trautsch, 2018). The French gave up all their territories in Mainland North America, thereby ending foreign military threat to the British colonies in the region.

3.4.1 Social Awakening

· Compare and contrast the ideals and experiences of colonists and groups such as women, Native Americans, and African Americans during the American Revolution
The various groups among the colonists had their experiences in the American Revolution. Women participated in the course by boycotting British goods, and producing goods for soldiers. Besides, they acted as spies and served in the military disguised as men. For the women who remained loyal to the crown are were politically neutral, the experience in the revolution was devastating (Dennison, 2018). The Native Americans participated in the Revolutionary War with most of them fighting for the British. The British made promises to them that they would protect their trade and land. Most of the African Americans were patriots and served in the militia. Although they Southern states were reluctant to recruit the enslaved blacks into the army, they often used them as pilots and seamen (Piecuch, 2019). Besides, the American Americans served as gunners and sailors in the Continental Navy during the revolution.
· Identify and analyze how the ideals of the American Revolution affected social structures in the United States
Nearly every social facet of the American life was affected by the revolution; from women’s rights to slavery, from religion to voting. While slavery was not eradicated until another century, the revolution saw the advent of an organized abolitionist movement that would see the emancipation of the marginalized communities. English traditions such as land inheritance laws become obsolete and the Anglican Church could not survive any longer. The new outlook of the American social structures brought ramifications that would be felt in future (Eustace, 2020). The groups that were excluded from immediate equality such as women and slaves drew their inspirations from the revolutionary sentiments.

· Identify the views and roles of loyalists and patriots during the American Revolution
Patriots were members of the colonies who rebelled against the British rule during the American Revolution. They rejected the lack of representation in the parliament and imposed duties (MacCarald, 2018). Besides, they wanted the American colonies to gain independence from the Britons.
The loyalists were the people who supported the British rulers during the Revolutionary War. They assured the Britons that thousands of them would rise and fight for the crown. They believed that violence would lead to tyranny or mob rule and therefore opted to pursue peaceful forms of protest. Also, they supported the duties being levied on them on the notion that the money was helping the British government and facilitating their own defense.
3.5.1 A New Nation, Now What?

· List the strengths and weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation
Strengths 

· The Articles did set the legislative body, Congress, as the highest power in the nation because of the fear of monarchy. 
· Congress had the sole power to declare war, assign treaties, entertain foreign relations, and operate post offices. 
· Disputes between states and territorial issues were to be brought to Congress. 
· The document also stipulated that Canada was allowed to enter the Union if they desired.
Weaknesses

· The lack of power given to the Continental Congress strangled the federal government.
· The Articles gave Congress the power to pass laws but no power to enforce those laws. 
· If a state did not support a federal law, that state could simply ignore it. 
· Congress had no power to levy taxes or regulate trade. 
· Without a federal court system or executive leader, there would be no way to enforce these laws, either. 
· Amending the Articles of Confederation would also require a unanimous decision, which would be extremely difficult.

· Identify the impact of the Northwest Ordinance
· The law provided for the method by which new territories would be admitted to the United States. 
· The government intended to encourage westward expansion. 
· It banned slavery making the Ohio River the boundary between free and slave regions.
· The law established that all states would be equal, regardless of when they were established
· Identify the causes and effects of Shays's Rebellion
Shays' Rebellion happened because farmers were facing major economic problems. They could not get enough money to pay their taxes or their debts. Because they could not pay, many of them were having their land taken away from them. The farmers rebelled by blocking judges from entering their courthouses and petitioning the government. Daniel Shays led the rebellion.
The rebellion was one of the factors that led to the creation of a Constitution for the United States. It demonstrated the need for a national government that would be stable enough to pay for its defense in time of war so that farmers who fought to defend the country would not be poor after the war was over.
· Categorize the economic issues facing the United States after the American Revolution
· A huge debt remained after the war
· Paper money issued during the conflict was virtually worthless.
· In violation of the peace treaty of 1783 ending the Revolutionary War, Britain continued to occupy forts in the Old Northwest.

· Spain refused to recognize the new nation's southern and western boundaries.
· The inflation rate was also high and there was concern over the dwindling value of the currency.
3.6.1 Defining the Nation

· Identify the reason for the Constitutional Convention
The point of the event was deciding how America was going to be governed. It was meant to address the problems of the weak central government that existed under the Articles of Confederation.
· Identify and analyze the major compromises reached during the Constitutional Convention
The three major compromises were the Great Compromise, the Three-Fifths Compromise, and the Electoral College. The Great Compromise settled matters of representation in the federal government and created a two-house legislature, with the Senate having equal representation for all states and the House of Representatives having representation proportional to state populations. The Electoral College set a body of representatives from every state in the United States who would formally cast votes to elect the president and vice president. The Three-Fifths Compromise was an agreement added to the Constitution that would count each enslaved person as three-fifths of a white person for purposes of representation in the House of Representatives.

· Compare and contrast the Federalist and Anti-Federalist arguments
The Federalists wanted a strong central government. They saw this as the United States’ best defense against foreign powers as well as the only way to keep the new nation solvent. They wanted the United States to have a national bank and a strong national army and navy. Some of the more radical Federalists believed that the state governments were not needed at all (Gatica, 2019). The Federalists were also loose constructionists—they wanted to give future national leaders leeway in interpreting the Constitution.
The Anti-Federalists viewed the Constitution as a conservative shift away from the ideals of the American Revolution. They viewed a strong national government as a potential source of tyranny, since it could be aloof from the will of the people, similar to what the colonists experienced under the rule of Parliament. The Anti-Federalists viewed a weak national government as the best safeguard of the people's liberties. They believed in stronger state governments. Since a national army could be used to enforce the will of the national government, Anti-Federalist viewed state militias as the best defense for the young country (Gatica, 2019). The Anti-Federalists were also for limited interpretations of the Constitution as well as leaving banking as a state and local enterprise.
· Identify the key principles outlined in the Constitution and the Bill of Rights
There are 6 key Principles of the US Constitution, which include popular sovereignty, limited government, federalism, checks and balances, separation of powers, and republicanism (Bill of Rights Institute, n.d.). The Bill of Rights consists of 10 amendments that explicitly guarantee certain rights and protections to US citizens by limiting the power of the federal government and include the following:
· The First Amendment prevents the government from interfering with the freedoms of speech, peaceable assembly, and exercise of religion.

· The Second Amendment declares that properly constituted militias are a safeguard of liberty and that the right to bear arms will be protected.

· The Third Amendment restricts the quartering of soldiers in private homes.
· The Fourth Amendment protects citizens against unreasonable searches and seizures of private property.

· The Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Amendments establish a variety of guarantees relating to legal proceedings and criminal justice, including the right to a trial by jury; protection against self-incrimination and double jeopardy, being tried twice for the same offense; the right to due process; prohibition of cruel and unusual punishment; and the right to face one’s accuser, obtain legal counsel, and be informed of all criminal charges.

· The Ninth Amendment acknowledges that the other eight amendments are not an exhaustive list of all of the rights and protections to which citizens are guaranteed.

· The Tenth Amendment declares that any powers not explicitly delegated to the federal government in the Constitution are to be left to the states. 
· Identify the impact the Declaration of Independence on the development of the Constitution and American democracy
The Declaration of Independence gave birth to what is known today as the United States of America. The document is symbolic of American democracy and one of the free charters of freedom. It had a profound effect upon the Bill of Rights and the Constitution and made the foundation under which the Bill of Rights and the Constitution were written (Surfnetkids, 2008). The Declaration is in large part a summary of what the Bill of Rights stands for. 
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